Convergent Technology Workshop - Worksheet 2

BGI Case Study: 

· In 2014, patent was approved for BGI to independently research non-invasive prenatal genetic test (NIPT) technology in 15 countries. (FBI)
· BGI provided NIFTY® tests to nearly 400,000 pregnant women worldwide.
· NIFY were used to collect genetic data from then stored in China’s government funded gene database. (Reuters)

Discussion Questions:

1. Who did this technology / data collection effect? ________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
2. Who should have sounded an alarm? Or asked questions? _________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
3. What can be done in the future to prevent such cases? ____________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
4. Are there similar cases you can think of?  ______________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
5. What concerns do you have on collation of “data”? ______________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
Questions Scientists & Researchers Should Ask: 
· Do you know the end use of your (research, science, product)? 
· Does your technology impact other emerging technologies?
· Are there potential risks you should make others aware of?  If so – who? 
· Are there security concerns or potential risks if technology is misappropriated or misused whether intentionally or accidentally? 
· Could the technology be alive or replicated?  
· Does the technology require human intervention?  
· Who owns the technology or data? 
If you see something concerning—do something about it! 
For major security concerns call: 1-800-CALL-FBI (1-800-225-5324), or tips.fbi.gov

