Eddy, Vanessa M
Teaching Philosophy – Hook/Intro & Conclusion

Creating your Hook: Reflect on your educational experiences and identify the moments that have impacted you the most. This could be an anecdote from an experience as a teacher or student, a story about how you became interested in teaching, etc. From one of these moments, you will create a hook that helps convey your teaching philosophy memorably. 
Step 1: List at least three experiences that have impacted you the most and defined you as an educator. 
	1) Hurricane Katrina – As one of the first tasks coming into the government.  Hurricane Katrina made a huge impact on the way I think. In reality it changed how we responded to disasters—even though exercises and leadership had the understanding that New Orleans levees would not last through a significant hurricane. 
2) COVID-19 – Similarly, much like with Hurricane Katrina there was understanding that the world was due for a major pandemic and that there were not effective response capabilities in place. 
3) Convergent Technology – As technology converges – dangers, such as mirror biology, are continuing to expand; and despite many who call for discontinuation of research due to the potential as irrevocable “world-ending” technologies, research and lack of understanding or willingness to understand the consequences of said actions continues.   






Step 2: Select one experience from the list above and write a paragraph using storytelling to write your hook. 
Example: My first teaching spark was ignited in elementary school. I had decided, along with help from my first-grade teacher, that I was terrible at reading and would never learn. My second-grade teacher, Ms.Smith, was patient, kind and helped me one moment at a time, and before we knew it, I was reading at grade level. I knew then that I wanted to be a champion of all learners and be a part of the persistence, excitement, and joy of learning. 
	My defining moment as an educator came not in a classroom, but in the midst of crisis.
During my work in biodefense, I discovered that most of the challenges we
faced—whether in responding to pandemics, coordinating during Hurricane Katrina, or
preparing for lab safety—were not solely due to limited resources, but to gaps in
education and understanding. I realized that my “magic bullet” for saving the world was
not technology or policy alone, but the ability to teach: to break down complex problems,
communicate them clearly, translate the implications of those problems into understandable chunks, and empower others to act with confidence. That moment
cemented my commitment to education as the most critical tool for resilience and
preparedness.



Creating your Conclusion: 
Reflect on your teaching goals and the strategies you will implement to achieve them. The conclusion should demonstrate your passion for teaching and commitment to helping your students succeed.
Step 1: List at least four goals and strategies you implement or will implement as an educator who believes in helping their students/participants be successful.
	
As an educator, my philosophy centers on the transformative power of learning as both a
personal and collective tool for problem-solving. I believe that teaching is not about
depositing information but about fostering curiosity, guiding discovery, and building the
capacity for lifelong critical thinking. Every student or participant brings unique
experiences and perspectives that, when valued and connected to the learning process,
enrich the classroom and strengthen understanding. Whether I am explaining a biosafety
concept to policymakers, guiding students through case studies, or helping communities
understand preparedness strategies, my goal is to create learning experiences that feel
both relevant and empowering.




Step 2: Select two goals from the list above and write a draft conclusion paragraph highlighting them and your commitment to student success. 
Example: My teaching philosophy is rooted in creating a safe and inclusive classroom environment where students are inspired to learn, grow, and become responsible lifelong learners. I genuinely believe every student has the potential to succeed. I strive to develop strong relationships with my students to understand their needs and build meaningful connections between their experiences and academic concepts.
	To achieve this, I focus on two central commitments. First, I strive to create an inclusive
learning environment where every learner feels safe to engage, ask and think socratically through questions, and contribute and digest the information meaningfully. Inclusivity is essential in addressing complex global issues because solutions require diverse voices and perspectives. Second, I use real-world case
studies and scenarios to bridge the gap between theory and practice. By connecting
abstract concepts to lived experiences—whether through analyzing a lab safety failure or
discussing pandemic challenges and isolating information gaps—students gain the tools to not only understand problems; but also imagine and implement solutions.






